Forestry Report Monday 13th February
Points to note this month:
 
Balmaha http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/balmaha - tree felling operations are due to start on 14th February 17 until the end of March, see map attached for effected area. Please note that Conic Hill path and the West Highland Way will remain open for the duration of these works.
 
3 Lochs Forest Drive http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/three-lochs-forest-drive – timber haulage is continuing, with road improvements work due to commence shortly in preparation for the Drive opening in March . The Drive remains closed to vehicles at this time.
 
Ben Ledi hill path improvement http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/ben-ledi - works are progressing well and will continue over the next couple of months.
 
Ben Venue hill path improvement works http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/ben-venue – the majority of the works have now been completed with some light hand build works continuing. The boardwalk near the car park has been replaced with some minor finishing to be done, the old boardwalk is currently being stored in the car park in preparation for removal.
 
Ben A’an and Ben Venue  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/ben-aan and http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/ben-venue – the Forest Management team will be installing fencing and carrying out tree planting operations over the next three months.
 
Loch Chon main car park - the main Loch Chon car park remains closed to the public, this is to enable visitor improvement works to be carried out. This work is expected to last over the winter period and be re-open for March 2017. These works are being managed by the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority and are linked to the Your Park project. More information on this project can be found at - http://www.thisisyourpark.org.uk/camping-byelaws-qas/.
 
Loch Chon small car park – tree felling operations are ongoing and as such both of our car parks will be closed for a period, these works are expected to take until March to complete. As this is the quietest time of the year for visitors it is hoped that this will not cause too much inconvenience.
 
NCN7 Lubnaig – road improvement works have begun, during these works a section of the NCN7 from Ben Ledi car park to Strathyre village will require to be closed. Unfortunately there is no diversion route available other than the A84 public road. It is now anticipated that these works will take until the end of February to complete. Please see attached map for closed area.
 
Leny Woods – Phytophthora ramorum, a disease that affects larch trees has been confirmed in the larch at Leny woods, more information on this tree disease can be found at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pramorum . Felling of the infected trees is expected to take place before the end of March 17. For more information on how you can help protect the forest can be found at - http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/keep-it-clean .
 
Callander Crags –tree planting will taking place in February and March. The main Crags trail is open as usual.
 
Loch Ard car park, sculpture trail and 8 mile loop http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/queen-elizabeth-forest-park/loch-ard – please note road maintenance operations is ongoing, the car park and trails remain open but walkers and cyclists should follow any on site signage or banksmen they encounter.
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